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and herein pronounced differences existed. Canada, for
example, was originally a small farmer^community, and the
yeomen who constituted the bulk of its electorate on the
achievement of autonomy sought little from government,
except essential public works and the curbing of financial
and commercial monopolies. Distrust of state action like
that of the American Jeffersonians was prevalent, although
in the twentieth century Canadian farmers, especially in the
West, have been eager for government to obtain stable
markets, build public railways, and construct public elevators.
But this agrarian collectivism laid little emphasis on social
services of the ameliorative kind, and, in the absence of a
powerful labour movement, the development of social demo-
cracy was tardy. By contrast, in both Australia and New
Zealand, the physical and social environment tended early to
foster strong propensities towards Chartist ideals and social
legislation. In Australia from the days of the gold diggings,
proletarian pressures have been more dominant than else-
where in the Empire, and social democratic ideology more
Impressive. By further contrast, in South Africa the. social
democratic concepts have been confused by the complex
loyalties of colour and race, although certain grim features
of the physical environment compelled the state to undertake
directly much social supervision and entrepreneurial activity.
Yet all the Dominions, however different in pace, have tended
to develop a democracy with well-advanced social services,
and with elaborate collectivist trends in economic life. All
conform to the inexorable democratic logic in an age of
widening industrialism; all reveal the characteristic Anglo-
Saxon zeal for practical social accomplishments.
In their federal regimes Canada and Australia have been
inevitably affected by geographic environment and pro-
foundly influenced by the political model of the United
States. They obviously differ in constitutional structure
from Great Britain in that there is no legislature which can
promptly change the law by the ordinary modes of legislation.
Each country in its own way attempts to achieve a balance
between autonomy and centralization over a continent, and
each possesses provinces or states designed to be partially